Newsletter – Spring Term
This Week’s Events
Date
Monday 15th March
Tuesday 16th March
Wednesday 17th March
Thursday 18th March
Friday 19th March
Advanced Notice:
Polite Notice:

Event
Visit from Chip Kendall for Year 4 and 6.

Please note the school office opens at 8.30am each morning and is manned
until 4.30pm. Before and after these times, there will be no access to the
Main Reception area.

Return to School
What a lovely week it has been seeing the return of all the children. School hasn’t been the same
without everyone here and now the buildings and playgrounds are filled with fun and laughter once
more. Thank you everyone for your support in enabling smooth transitions back to school. Can we
please respectfully remind everyone that we recognise the weather is getting warmer, however we
are still in a pandemic and we ask that face coverings be worn on school premises and social
distancing is maintained (including not congregating at the entry and exit gates and keeping children
with you at all times) in order to help to keep everyone safe. As we have entered the first stage of
the lockdown easing, we should all be reminded that following rules within the home and
community will keep the virus at bay and help to keep schools open.
A Polite Reminder
Please keep to the paths on school grounds and encourage your children to do the same. The grass
is still wet and we want to avoid children trampling mud into the carpets and them coming home to
you with dirty shoes.
There have been instances of children running around on the playground during dropping off and
collection times. Whilst waiting, please can you ensure your child/children are kept with you at all
times to prevent any accidents occurring.
Thanks for your support with this.

Wistaston Academy Website Updates
Click on the Parents tab: Keeping Children Safe Online to find lots of user-friendly Parent Guides to
download. These cover a wide range of issues to keep your children safe online.

We now have direct links to our social media sites on our homepage under the Ofsted tab, look out
for them.

We wish everyone a very Happy Mother’s Day on Sunday.
We are Brilliant Winners
The ‘We are Brilliant’ prize winners this week are:
KS1: Dominik, Harper, Jiaxin, Maisie
KS2: Holly, Darcey, Courtney, Jaycob-John, Rhys

It is great to see so many children attending our Before and After School Club. Can we remind
parents/carers that sessions need to be booked through Arbor by 12 noon the week before.

British Values

Science Week 5th – 14th March
Children have been having fun for Science week. The teachers organised lots of practical activities
for children to enjoy to develop their love for Science. There is a poster competition taking place
which your child has been told about in school. The posters need to be completed by 19th April with
the theme ‘innovating for the future’. Good luck!

Nursery
This week in nursery we have been scientists. We have seen how germs can spread from child to
child using the ‘glitter as germs’ experiment and practiced our hand washing to remove all of the
glitter germs. We have also been experimenting with magnets and magnifiers in our science lab!

Reception
We have had a great week in Reception. We have done some ‘eggsperiments’ for Science week
which the children really enjoyed. We placed eggs in bags containing different materials and
predicted whether we thought they would crack or not. The children made some great predictions!
I’m sure they would like to carry out this experiment again at home.

Year 1
As part of our new topic ‘Wonderful Weather,’ Year 1 have explored hot and cold colours through
art. They then used the style of the famous artist, Jackson Pollock to create a hot, cold and neutral
painting. We used Jackson’s technique of dripping and splat painting on the floor.

Year 2
This week, Year 2 celebrated Science Week. On Monday, we looked at the problem of food waste.
We did our own scientific test to see if the appearance of food affected the taste. After that, we
learnt about food chains and how food is a basic need of all animals.

Year 3
In Year 3, we celebrated Science week with lots of fun experiments! We watched a class
demonstration of the reaction of mixing Mentos and diet cola. We also mixed together bicarbonate
of soda and vinegar and watched the gas that was created inflate a balloon. After that, we had fun
exploring ‘Magic Milk’ and creating our own lava lamps!

Year 4
In Year 4, we learnt about Greta Thunberg in guided reading and found out more about other young
inventors. We had fun making our own digestive systems and making slime.

Year 5

Year 6
In our first session for science week, we drew what we thought a scientist looked like; most of them
wore lab coats and googles and used chemicals. We used example of scientists such as Alan Turing
and Marie Curie to challenge stereotypes about scientists. In our second session, we designed and
crafted our very own Robobugs, linking features to challenges that it would have to overcome. Look
out for photos in next week’s newsletter.

Year 2 Dance Workshop

Year 4 Literacy
In Literacy this week, we have been recapping our learning about instructional writing. On
Wednesday, we made Mothers’ Day or thank you cards so that we could think carefully about the
steps needed to make a card.

Art News

It has been fabulous seeing everyone back in school again! Here is a selection of our creativity in Key
Stage 2 this week:

Performing Arts
This coming Tuesday, we are looking forward to a visit from our Arts Patron Chip Kendall, who will
be teaching some of our RE curriculum, through dance and singing. If any children would like to
check out the moves beforehand, they can do so through this YouTube link for his song:
“God’s Awesome Rescue Plan”.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sE89Zkvw-NY

We know we are going to have a great time with Chip!
“What flavour are YOU bringing to the party, to go with the Chips?”

World book Day
World Book Day at Wistaston Academy was a great success both at home and at school. The day was
filled with lots of exciting book themed activities from a remote story telling from a local author, a
virtual workshop with a well-known poet to sharing favourite texts with friends. It was a pleasure to
see so many children dressed up as their favourite characters from their favourite books. A big
thank you to parents/carers for the huge efforts in making the day extra special for them. In fact,
there were many children in school who didn’t want the day to end because they were having so
much fun!

Keeping Children Safe Online

